Bid for Greek-lanéu
Put aside by Toronto boa

A _group of ( G j
.. P of Greek-Canadian

_ Toronto Board of
Education ]ast night in its bid
for a change of law to permit

a Greek-language ciass . at -

Franklin Public School

d instead reciuested
a report of its director on the

of foreign-language
~ classes In public schools. The

ready in six

The Greek parents want
ciasses in Greek for their chil-
dren one hour a day to pre-
serve and help them read and
write their native language.

- About 359 of the school’s 700
pupils are of Greek origin.

The board decided to take
no action at all on foreign lan-
guage programs until it re-
ceives the report. This cut out
the possibility of its approving
another request from the Ital-

. sociations

age class

"?:":: -t !n- ) ;/;}
1an community for the transi-

tional instruction of immi-
grant children in Italian.

This request, proposed by
Toronto teacher Tony Grande,
had the support of the Feder-
ation of Italian-Canadian As-
and Clubs, the
Dante Society of Toronto. the
Italian Community Education
Society (COSTI) and the Asso-
ciazione Democratica Italo-
Canadese.

At present, all instruction in
Toronto public elementary
schoois is conducted in Eng-
lish or French. Provincial law
says only these .languazes

~may be used except when

children cannot understand

- them.

‘The  Greek  parents  will
meet Kducation Minister
Thomas Wells on April 5 to
request a change of legisla-
tion. Thirty-five parents

pushed to the front of the
~board chamber Jast nig
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