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The Chinese Parents Association 
(Orde and Ogden Public Schools), 
109 D'arcy Street, 
Toronto. · 

November 12, 1974. 

He are pleased to know that a work group on :Multi-cultural Program had 
bean recently .· established in the Toronto Board of Education. The idea of 
cievelop:L-ig a ~ulti-cult,ural program in school-s is · very exciting • \le foresee 
this prograrat""'".;'1·) ~'.play a valuable role in preserving the uniqueness of 
different etr .. nic cultures and meeting the needs of the New Canadi'a:n families. 
1·:e strongly support this program. and are eager to share our ideas with you. 
?~e su~:utted p~oposal is the s~--cma.ry of suggestions that we got from the 
pa.rents. ~·:e hope that this proposal will give you some guideline to develop 
t~e policy of the Multi-cultural Progra.~ in the future. 

If you have any question in our proposal, please feel free to contact us. 
i•;e a~e happy to discuss with you. 

c.c. 

?{. la Fountaine 

Sincerely yours, 

Bing Chan · 
Chairman 
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PROPOSAL FOR THE ffllLTI-CULTURAL PROGRAU 

:~ rCehs~onse to th e request of the Nork Group · on the Nulti-cult;ural. Program, 
'-lle 1.nese Parent A · • 
b 

5 ssoci.a.tion w·ould like to express their concern and ideas 
a out a multi-cult 1 a · . ura e ucational program in Toronto as follows: 

A special class should be offered to New Canadian students who have problems in 
adju 5t ir:g to .-the Canadian school system. A special English class or orientation 
class will be very helpful to expedite the children's adjusbnent. 

A~ i.,e are aware, Toronto is a multi-cultural city and is popula-ted by people of 
d1.f ferent (!thnic: groups. School is a good setting for children of different 
ethnic groups to learn and appreciate each other's cultural heritage. It is 
suggested that ·a language and cultural program should be offered in schools if 
they have a high population of ethnic students {rrore tr.an 50%). Through this 
program, students ~vill have an educationally sound opportunity to learn and 
understand their native culture and language in the schooL. Furthermore, this 
special program can provide a valua~le contribu~ion to -the enrichment of the 
Canadian cultural mosaic. 

The cow.munication gap and lack of understanding bet;,-ween parents and children are 
the prominent: problems that most Chinese im.11igrant families have encouJ1tered. 
In order to bridge the gap between generations and preserve the essence of 
Chinese culture, the Chinese Parents Association of Orde Street and Ogden 
Schools proposed a Chinese-Canadian Bilingual/Bicultural Program to the Toronto 
Board of Education last year. This program was approved under the condition -that; 
it would be a one year experimental project a.nd has to be financed and operated 
by the Chinese parents. Funding for the progr&"Tl is the prime problem the Chinese · 
Parents Association has to face. The Chinese parents have contributed both 
time and energy in looking for funding and volunteers for this program. Through 
the Chinese parents and the community's ardent efforts, they have the hope and 
confidence that t:he experiment will proceed successfully in the .two public school 

{ 

However, it is their hope that after the experimental period, this program ~vill 
become a permanent program in the regular school curriculum and should be offerec 
under the strong partnership of the Chinese parents and the Board of Education. 
It is also their hope that the Toronto Board of Education will gradually take a 
more active role in promoting this cultural prograJn. If this request can be 
considered, the Chinese parents and the community's efforts will be wasted. 

School, being.an ed~cational institution in the community, has the -responsibilit 
of meeting the needs of the community. In the South East Spadina area, it is 
highly · populate~ w~.th Chinese people and most of them are new im--nigrants. Parer 
and children of this group are undergoing an intensive period of social adjustrru 
Since ·most of the Chinese parents are unable to speak and understand Enalish 
the comm~nication between the parents and the schools is minimum and su;erficia 
Parents have no access to the schools due the language barrier. In order to 

(
avoid this visible communicatiqn gap, the school should take an active role in 
developing a better communication channel t-,i th the parents. This channel can 
be built through the hiring of some bilingual teachers as ·. school counsellors 
(speak Chinase _and English ) on staff so that the relationship bett.,een schools 
and the parents ~'lill be more intirr.a.te. Since the normal pattern of comi.11unicat . 
between schools and parents (through letters) is so formal that some of the 
Chinese speaking parents are not adequately informed. There is also no 
encouragement from · the school to initiate and promote parents' interests and 
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It; is saqqested that: t..'rie Bea.rd o: i::i.ucation sb.oul.ii be rore cc::::."":ur • .Lty orie"lted­
It: should e."'.'lco:.:.raqe rcre cc;::;:::~-i=y qror:;;s t;o use sc}:.col sI>3ce and faci.J.i -ties 
aft:er sc.'½ocl h~urs a:id t±-e Eoa.:=d shou.2.d see to it that. chis cc:r~":J.unitg oriented 
polic;; ca., he carried ot.t:. 

Sc..-:;e la.-r.guage c_asses s~~;,;2~ be of fe:efl in sc.'?.acls for the Chinese parents t;no 
~-0:1.-.a li]- ~:e -to le.a _~4~ or i:::;1--0-..-e t...~eir :E:?glish.. ':ihis lanquage pz-tJgram for ada.l-ts 
tdll be very helpful. for t"!e C~nese parents' adjusc:::en.t. t;o Ca11aca • 

.l'a.r1y ci?.:nese :;.;,-=e.:1-ts s:;qqes=. ~.2:a:: c-:.ere is a need for a c.ay ca::e centre., es_?eciaL 
t; .. ~e half ci.a-g ca.re proqran fc~ tl:,cse c.Z-!ildrer1 ~~½o are in ki::derqa~ten. ?~e 
reaso:i fer d-.is req· ·est 1.s t..~a= .~st of the Chinese ~t.1-:.ers are ;,-orkinq curing 
t:l!e daq a.r.a do not ha;,-e t:i~-a 
iJe:iefl..ci~? rot..~ for t.he;;i a..-:d 

i:~ 2.oo}c af cer their 
t::.eir cr.iJ.dren if a 

It t.·ill be _ 
aa~ nursery can be set: t:? 

in t:.~e nei.~~~rhoo::I sc~=-=:1. ~::::>t.:~er reason for the Cai care cent.re is 'tl:e 
preparac.io!'l of ca:U_dren fc: sch:yjl. So:::~ Chinese c1'.il~en who are brou;;ht: up 
in t:.he t:.:::adi t:J.or..al ::3.g of child rearing lag behind in b½e de,.re2op-::';ent of school. 
reacir.ess. ~he early cr....:1.::..=::.:x,c ec~catic."l, such as a c.a=1 care centre, in a sc}J.OOl. 

;.-:J.i.!d he.!p 'the chi.ldre:-: :::, ce:·e2o;, their attitude to:.;ards self and peers. 
J{oreover, the :;:ot:..½ers t-,·o~d ha-..:e a cha."l=e of relief fron child carL~ dut.ies 
and ,,.-ould integrate into t:..~;? c:;:=.n • .nitg easier throuqh t..~eir 110:rk or studies. 


