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109 Drarcy Street,
Toronto.

November 12, 197L.

¥, D. Leckis,
180 Livpincott Strest,
Toronto L.

"Dear Trustee Leckie,

We are pleased to know that a work group on Multi-cultural Program had
been recently esteblished in the Toronto Board of Education. The idea of
gevelopi 15 2 muiti-cultural program in schools is very exciting . We foresee
this progz ~willaplay a valuable role in preserving the uniqueness of
ent etrilc cultures and meeting the needs of the New Canadian families.
rongly support this program and are eager to share our ideas with you.
The sutmitied proposal is the summary of suggestions that we got from the
parents, We hope that this proposal will give you some guideline to develop
e policy of the Multi-cultural Program in the future.

I you have any question in wur proposal, please feel free to contact us.
e happy to discuss with you.

Sincerely yours,

Bing Chan
Chairman

Cc.C.

#. 1a Fountaine
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PROPOSAL FOR THE MULTI-CULTURAL PROGRAM

In respo;

s Chggﬂfe to th? Tequest of the Work Group on the Multi-cultural Program,

about a = ?arencs Association would like to express their concern and ideas
multi-cultural educational program in Toronto as follows:

Adﬁpecfal class should be offered to New Canadian students who have problems in
a13u5t1§9 to.the Canadian school system. A special English class or orientation
class will be very helpful to expedite the children's adjustment.

Af we are aware, Toronto is a multi-cultural city and is populated by people of
different ethnic groups. School is & good setting for children of different
ethnic groups to learn and appreciate each other's cultural heritage. It is
suggested that'a language and cultural program should be offered in schools if
they have a high population of ethnic students {more than 50%). Through this
bprogram, students will have an educationally sound opportunity to learn and
understand their native culture and language in the school. Furthermore, this
special program can provide a valuable contribution to the enrichment of the

Canadian cultural mosaic.

The communication gap and lack of understanding between parents and children are
the proﬁinent problems that most Chinese immigrant families have encountered.

In order to bridge the gap between generations and preserve the essence of
Chinese culture, the Chinese Parents Association of Orde Street and Ogden

Schools proposed a Chinese-Canadian Bilingual/Bicultural Program to the Toronto
Board of Education last year. This program was approved under the condition that
it would be a one year €Xperimental project and has to be financed and operated
by the Chinese parents. Funding for the program is the prime problem the Chinsse-
Parents Association has to face. The Chinese parents have contributed both

time and energy in looking for funding and volunteers for this program. Through
the Chinese parents and the community's ardent efforts, they have the hope and
confidence that the experiment will proceed successfully in the two public school
However, it is their hope that after the experimental period, this program will
become a permanent program in the regular school curriculum and should be offerec
under the strong partnership of the Chinese parents and the Board of Education.
It is also their hope that the Toronto Board of Education will gradually take a
more active role in promoting this cultural program. If this request can be
considered, the Chinese parents and the community's efforts will be wasted.

School, being.an educational institution in the community, has the responsibilit
of meeting the needs of the community. In the South East Spadina area, it is
highly.populated with Chinese people and most of them are new immigrants. Parer
and children of this group are undergoing an intensive period of social adjustme
Since most of the Chinese parents are unable to speak and understand English
the communication between the parents and the schools is minirmum and suberficia
Parents have no access to the schools due the language barrier. In order to
avoid this visible communication gap, the school should take an active role in
developing a better communication channel with the parents. This channel can
be built through the hiring of some bilingual teachers as school counsellors
(speak Chinese and English ) on staff so that the relationship between schools
and the parents will be more intimate. Since the normal pattern of communicat
between schools and parents (through letters) is so formal that some of the
Chinese speaking parents are not adequately informed. There is also no
encouragement from the school to initiate and promote parents' interests and
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